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Summary  
 
 I believe overall color is important when trying to create a childcare program site. This is because color usage throughout gives 
the impression of children. Also, I believe pictures and videos are important to bring in an audience. Parents like to know what their 
children are up to and seeing a lot of videos and photos to showcase the program will help. Also, an emphasis on cost, locations, and 
types of programs offered seem to be the three main ideas to clearly show on the web page. Some things to avoid are non-responsive 
websites, because parents may be viewing this from a phone or tablet. Also, lack of design seems to be a downfall.  
 
Competitors Evaluated 
 
1. Young Explorers Montessori 
http://www.youngexplorersmontessori.com/home  
 
Description:  

• Use of broad range of colors such as; purple, bluish, 
yellow, salmon 

• 3 videos on front page to click on and watch  
• Side bar to the right of the page with blue and green 

background colors of text 
• Logo on front page in upper left corner (Fitt’s Law) 
• Use of columns throughout page 
• Responsive (good) 

 
 



2. Bright Horizons  
http://www.brighthorizons.com 
 
Description:  

• Photo slideshow is a main part of the page 
• Upper left is logo (similar to above) 
• Colors included are; greens, blues, yellows, white, 

red 
• Bottom is similar to grass growing and page itself is 

“sky” 
• Bumble bees in background at full size with lawn to 

show a outside approach 
• Upper right is social media content 
• Emphasis on safety in their site 
• Features Curriculum on front page, this could be 

useful  
• Is a longer website than the other competitors 

 

3. Small Steps, Big Strides 
http://www.smallstepsbigstrides.com 
 
Description:  

• Responsive Web Site (could use some fixes though) 
• Uses colors: orange, green, pinks, etc.  
• At full size background is also a yard kind of pattern 

with butterflies 
• Slideshow with pictures available also 
• Upper left corner is their logo included 
• Very child-like features 
• Usage of text and photos throughout page 
• Usage of more rounded edges  

  



4. Kent State Child Development Center 
https://www.kent.edu/ehhs/centers/cdc 
 
Description:  

• Picture is the main emphasis of page 
• Really simple and kind of boring to look at 
• Very to the point and usage of Kent State’s colors; 

blue, gold, white 
• Implements of child photos and cartoons 
• Oversized video displayed on page, not responsive 
• The text is responsive 
• Emphasis on the top photo with all the content 
• Not much textual information throughout the page 

  
5. KinderCare 
http://www.kindercare.com/ 
 
Description:  

• Responsive, good 
• Uses of images as main objective of page 
• Logo implementation in upper left corner 
• Images take up most of page 
• Use of color throughout the web page: yellow, blues, 

white, red 
• Very bright and inviting looking 
• Usage of boxes and columns throughout 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Navigation & Labeling 
 
Common Labels throughout the sites:  

• Drop down menus in 4/5 websites for navigation bars 
• Programs & Curriculum Tab Evident throughout many of the sites 
• About Us bar is important with contact information 
• Ages are specified for different childcare programs  
• Locations of the child care is important  
• Most navigation bars located at the very top of the page 
• Color is implemented in the navigation bars for ease of use 
• Some navigations are longer, at around 8 tabs, while others are shorter at around 4 tabs 
• Horizontal Navigation throughout 
• Home is the furthest left navigation on most horizontal bars in web pages 

 
Screenshots and Analysis of Individual Sites Navigation:  
 

 

1. Young Explorers Navigation Analysis:  
• No drop down menu utilized 
• Home - most left bar  
• Used 2 rows of navigation bars, with the top being home and locations of program 
• Broke it down differently than other competitors because of use of 2 rows and no drop down menu 
• Used 2 different colors in navigation bar 
• Horizontal Navigaiton, very common throughout  
• All caps text used for names on navigation 
• Hover feature darkens the color in between the white |  

 
 



 

 
 

2. Bright Horizons Navigation Analysis: 
• Green and white colors  
• On top of page 
• Horizontal Syle navigation 
• Usage of drop down menu – drop down is more like a notebook or hanging board style instead of standard 
• Home button furtherst on let 
• Usually ranking of most important to least important on navigation bar 
• Longer navigation than others we viewed 

 

 
 

 



3. Small Steps, Big Strides Navigation Analysis:  
• Used 2 different lines of navigation, one on top of page and one in middle of page 
• Top bar has drop down menu  
• Middle of page is just a quicker link option of drop down menu for programs 
• Maybe most used link if implemented in more than one place 
• Use of color in the navigation bars  
• Hover link color also implemented  

 

 
 
4. Kent State Child Development Center Navigation Analysis:  

• Very boring and small text in the nav bar, does not stand out as others do 
• Use of drop down menu but less colors and plainer text 
• About us seems to be most important and goes left 
• Boring overall and not much attraction to navigation bar 

 

 
 
5. KinderCare Navigation Analysis:  

• Drop down menu is used but instead takes up more of page with different text information 
• They emphasis on cleaner structure 
• Definitely a lot more colors and tables used in this structure 
• Easily glides through nav bar 
• This design is definitely the most sleek and clean, because of the style of the nav bar and page  
• Usage of white text on darker teal color 
• Hoverlink color is slightly darker 



Content & Features 
• Usage of interactive links/graphics 
• Search bar tools 
• Responsiveness in websites 
• Log In  
• Search criteria 
• Social Media Links 
• Schedule visits/pay online 
• Scroll down features 
• Can connect with them through social media 
• Virtual Tours 
• Contact Information 
• Testimonials  
• Hours not displayed on all websites clearly 
• Mission & Vision of Child Care Center 
• Interactive Kindergarten 
• Photo Gallery 
• About Us Tab could be important so parent gets to know institution  

Some Examples;  
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

  



Voice & Tone 
 

• The voice seems overall to be more friendly and helpful throughout the competitors webpages 
• Also very educated sounding and easy to comprehend 
• Most of the sites seem to want to make it as simple and easy to understand 
• Kent: Kind of more boring sounding and less information 
• Self promoting themselves throughout 
• Use bigger fonts and break it down in a simpler manner for front page content 
• Usage of images are also very evident throughout 
• KinderCare: Makes you feel very welcomed  

 
Some examples of text used in these webpages;  
 

 | KinderCare |  
 

 | Young Explorers | 



Design Aesthetics & Layout 
 

• All of them include lots of brighter and diverse color palettes 
• Text are more rounded and bubbly feeling in some competitors 
• The layout uses columns and boxes in some and photos/videos are huge on every sight 
• All put logo in upper left corner, Fitt’s Law 
• Overall for usability 4/5 are responsive and 4/5 also have a drop down menu feature 

 
1. Young Explorers 
 

• Colors Used: Yellow, green, 
salmon, teal, white, etc. 

• Uses more child friendly 
color range 

• Uses of more columns and 
boxes throughout the page 

• Using colors from logo on 
most pages 

• More boxy-feel and kind of 
boring overall 

• Feels more old fashioned 
styled 

• Some rounded edges in 
navigation bars and side 
bars 

• The text pages are black and 
white with sans-serif text 

 
 

 
 



2. Bright Horizons 
 

• Usage of colors; green, 
white, yellow 

• Background image of light 
blue clouded skies with 
butterflies 

• Images have this hanging 
picture effect added to the 

• Text is sans-serif and have 
capital titles in pages 

• Use of tan background on 
written text page 

• Using colors in the logo 
• Some titles have a bright sky 

blue text and others have 
green text 

• Design overall is clean and 
playful 

• Gives a more subtle vibe of a 
clean design but not too 
clean so it still seems playful  

• Rounded corners on search 
box and social media icons 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



3. Small Steps, Big Strides 
 

• Colors Used; green, blues, 
oranges, reds, etc. 

• Used colors of logo 
• A lot of photos used in their 

design 
• Also has the background has 

a sky with clouds and 
butterflies 

• Used slide show tools for 
photos that automatically 
rolls through 

• Sans-serif text 
• More rounded overall; text, 

navigation keys. etc. 
• Titles are usually 

orange/white  
• Black and white text on 

pages 
• Uppercase/lowercase combo 

of texts 
• A lot more playful and 

rouned 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



4. Kent State Child 
Development Center 
 

• Colors Used; blue, white, 
gold, yellow, black, etc. 

• Less colorful than others 
• More straight forward with 

less images 
• Very monotone  
• Links are in blue color 
• Titles are in all caps with 

bullet points used 
• Less images than most 
• Main page is very oversized 

with a single image 
• Kent State logo in upper right 

hand corner 
• Goes off main Kent States 

page style, not very playful 
• Contact information box is 

very empty with image in 
background with opacity 
features 

 
 

 
 
 

 



5. KinderCare 
 

• Color Usage: Red, Light 
Blue, Teal, Yellow, Green, 
and more throughout the site 

• Also uses a lot of images 
and text throughout the site 

• The text is lighter and white 
with some of the text in 
boxes being more bold and 
bright 

• Usage of a lot of 
squares/boxes in the site 

• Text box image links as you 
scroll down the page 

• Overall very clean and crisp 
lines throughout the web 
page 

• At bottom, social media box 
with square icons  

• This goes with the boxy feel 
of the page and very squared 
off images 

• Sans-serif font choice 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Recommendations & Strategy 
 
Some recommendations I would have when creating this website is: 

• Placement of logo in upper left corner of web page 
• Using a sans-serif font 
• I think rounded edges seems more playful and implementing boxes or columns is a good idea 
• Also, having the text itself be interactive, short, sweet, and to the point 
• Some focus areas being: Curriculum, Locations, About, and Tuition Information 
• Images and Videos should be used A LOT throughout this page 
• Using more playful colors with a lot of use of logo colors  
• Horizontal navigation bar with the drop menu option so that there is not more than one information bar 
• Quick links should be used (can be done in image or in text) 
• Making sure contact information is evident and the locations 

 


